1. INTRODUCTION

This Tribal Environmental Impact Statement (TEIS) has been prepared for the Sherwood Valley Rancheria of Pomo Indians of California (Tribe). The Tribe is a sovereign entity charged with the preparation, circulation and consideration of an environmental report to examine the potential for off-reservation environmental impacts.
This TEIS has been completed in accordance with the Sherwood Valley Rancheria of Pomo Indians of California Environmental Protection Ordinance No. 11-14-00-02, the Tribal State Compact and the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA)

The TEIS contains in detail the following information and analysis:
a. the off reservation environmental impact of the proposed action;

b. any adverse off-reservation environmental effects which cannot be avoided should the proposed Project be implemented;

c. an analysis of the relationship between the local short-term uses of the environment and the maintenance and enhancement of the long-term productivity; and

d. any irreversible and irretrievable commitments of off-reservation resources which would be involved in the proposed Project should it be implemented.

The Tribe is preparing this TEIS to provide an objective evaluation of the potential environmental impacts associated with the relocation and expansion of the existing Black Bart Casino. The location of the project is on the Sherwood Valley Rancheria-Willits, in Mendocino County, in northwestern California (Map 1, Appendix).

This document is an informational report that identifies both the benefits of the proposed project and potential environmental risks. 
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