2. PROJECT PURPOSE and NEED
The Sherwood Valley Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians of California (Tribe) is a Federally-recognized Indian tribe whose membership consists of Pomo descent. The Tribe historically used and occupied lands in present-day Mendocino County. The purpose and need are to provide a means by which the Tribe can engage in an economic opportunity that will provide financial self-sufficiency for Tribal members. The Tribe constructed the Black Bart Casino (Casino) for the purposes of economic development – to provide an on-reservation income base, jobs for Tribal members and others, and to supplement existing funds for governmental services. The existing Casino was constructed in 2001, and is located near the center of the 58 acre Sherwood Valley Rancheria-Willits (SVR-W) parcel. Consisting of 250 slot machines, a small restaurant, and parking lot with RV access, the casino presently employs 95 people (2007). The Casino has been successful in providing jobs, additional income for the Tribe, and helping the Tribe purchase and develop additional land and housing projects. However, the present location has limited the income potential.  In 2003 the Tribe began the research and development of an expansion of the gaming facility.
Expansion of the Black Bart Casino is limited by the size of buildable land and location. The present Casino is about 8,000 square feet with a 57,500 sq ft parking area. With access and parking, there is room for approximately 200 cars. Access to the Casino is via either of two routes: 1) directly from State Hwy 20 south along Blosser Lane or 2) from Hwy 101 in downtown Willits west from Holly or Walnut Streets along Della Lane. To get to and from the Casino, traffic travels through: 1) industrial, residential areas and past Blosser Elementary School (1 mile), or 2) residential neighborhoods (1 mile). These same routes are also presently used for access to the Tribal Community Center and governmental offices.

Presently, most of the Casino and Tribal traffic enters from the north, along a city street, past industrial businesses, a school, and 40 houses through a Willits neighborhood and Tribal Community. Traffic calming berms were installed through the Tribal community section; there is only signage along most of the route to slow traffic. There are no crosswalks in front of Blosser Lane School, (See Appendix – Photos 1). The alternative route is no better; from the east traffic leaves Hwy 101 near the center of Willits, and flows through a residential neighborhood, passing about 80 residences en route. Fire and emergency escape routes are limited by the residential nature of the roads and the berms within the last 1/3 mile.

Due to the constraints from the existing site and difficulty of access, the Tribe decided to pursue alternatives to expand the present facilities. The purpose and need are to improve the socioeconomic status of the Tribe by providing an expanded revenue source the Tribe could utilize to strengthen Tribal government, improve existing Tribal housing, provide new Tribal housing, fund a variety of social governmental, administrative, educational and health and welfare services to improve the quality of life for Tribal members, and to provide capital for other economic development and investment opportunities.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Tribe proposes to relocate the Black Bart Casino to the northwestern area of the Sherwood Valley Rancheria-Willits that borders the City of Willits (City). Design l plans include an approximate 300 by 600 foot building pad, adjacent parking for five hundred (500) cars, and improved access to the site. The new facility is to be 33,200± square feet with enlarged capacity for gaming and restaurant facilities. Access will be from State Highway 20 from the north, via Blosser Lane, Cropley Lane, and possibly Industrial Way. Casino traffic and services would be routed directly through the industrial area to avoid the Blosser Lane School, City neighborhoods and Tribal residences. By relocating the casino to the northwestern area of the Rancheria, there will be improved access to the public, better visibility, and elimination of casino related traffic through the neighborhood and school areas.

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) includes the Sherwood Valley Rancheria-Willits, several surrounding Tribal parcels and within the County of Mendocino, drainage areas of the parcels, and the areas within the access roads of the City of Willits and Highway 20.

TRIBAL BACKGROUND
The Sherwood Valley Rancheria (Rancheria) is comprised of several separate parcels located in and around the city of Willits, California, in Mendocino County. The original Rancheria is located about 12 miles west of Willits on Sherwood Road. The land for the original Rancheria was purchased by the United States Government under Secretarial order on May 10, 1909, with additional land purchased under the authority of the Act of June 10, 1913 (38 Stat. 77, 86) for the benefit of homeless Indians. The title was vested to the United States of America for the use and benefit of the Tribe. 

The original Rancheria was inadequate to meet the needs of the Tribe.  As a result, in 1987, the Tribe purchased a 58-acre parcel situated directly adjacent to the City of Willits western boundary. The parcel is referred to as the Sherwood Valley Rancheria-Willits (SVR-W). The parcel is roughly rectangular in shape, and is served by two access points. There are thirty-five 35 housing units located on the eastern boundary of the Rancheria, a Tribal Community Center and a Casino. The SVR-W has complete infrastructure with water, solid waste and sewer services are provided by the City of Willits.  The Tribe has additional land that is located two (2) miles to the east, on the other side of Little Lake Valley. This parcel, purchased with HUD ICDBG funds, is presently being developed for additional Tribal housing. Even with the additional housing that will be provided by this site, there is insufficient housing to meet the needs of the Tribe and its members.

The Tribe has also purchased parcels adjacent to the SVR-W, to accommodate the Tribal programs and economic development (See Map 1, Appendix).
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