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Notice of Availability: Draft Tribal Environmental Impact Statement 

Sherwood Valley Rancheria Casino Relocation and Expansion Project
TO:  
Responsible and Trustee Agencies, and Interested Parties

FROM: 
Tribal Council - Sherwood Valley Rancheria of Pomo Indians of California (Sherwood Valley Rancheria)
SUBJECT:
Notice of Availability (NOA) of the Draft Tribal Environmental Impact Statement for the Sherwood Valley Rancheria Casino Relocation and Expansion Project. The draft TEIS was prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Sherwood Valley Rancheria Environmental Ordinance, the Compact between the Tribe and the State of California, and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
PROJECT TITLE:
Sherwood Valley Rancheria Casino Relocation and Expansion Project
PUBLIC SCOPING: A public scoping meeting was held on Thursday, December 13, 2007 at the City of Willits Conference Room, Willits, Ca. The Tribe presented information on the project, initiated the NEPA scoping process, and established the initial public comment period. The 30 day period extended from December 13, 2007 to January 14, 2008. Comments have been incorporated into the draft TEIS.
AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT TEIS: The draft is now available for review from the following sources:
	Internet
	Printed Copies
	CD – Electronic

	http//www.qfirst.net 

Follow link:
Environmental Science/Reviews
	Mendocino County Public Library
Willits – 390 E. Commercial

Ukiah – 105 N Main
(on reserve for review)
	Chairman: Attn Casino Project
Sherwood Valley Rancheria
190 E. Sherwood Hill Dr

Willits, CA 95490

OR

projectcomments@comcast.net


COMMENT PERIOD: The document describes and analyzes the environmental impacts of the project and alternatives. The purpose of this review period is to provide involved agencies and the public with an opportunity to comment on the draft TEIS. The Tribe will use the comments to complete the TEIS and when considering discretionary authorizations, permits, and/or other approvals for the project.

The Tribe will accept comments from the public on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for 30 days after publication of this notice, until 5 pm, February 20, 2008.
PLEASE ADDRESS COMMENTS, QUESTIONS, AND RESPONSES TO:

	Mail
	Email

	Tribal Chairman – Sherwood Valley Rancheria

190 Sherwood Hill Rd
Willits, CA 95490
	projectcomments@comcast.net


BACKGROUND: 
The current land base of the Sherwood Valley Rancheria (SVR) is comprised of several separate parcels located in and around the city of Willits, California, in Mendocino County. The original Rancheria is located about 12 miles west of Willits on Sherwood Road. The land for the original Rancheria was purchased by the United States Government under Secretarial order in 1909 and 1913. The 58-acre SVR – Willits is situated directly adjacent to the City of Willits southwestern boundary. There are 35 housing units located on the eastern boundary of the Rancheria, a Community Center and a casino. Water, solid waste and sewer services are provided by the City of Willits. The Tribe has an additional 160-acre parcel that is located 2 miles to the east, on the other side of Little Lake Valley. This parcel is presently being developed for additional Tribal housing. 

The existing Black Bart Casino was constructed in 2001, and is located near the center of the 58 acre parcel. Consisting of 250 slot machines, a small restaurant, and parking lot with RV access, the casino presently employs 95 people. Access to the casino is via either of 2 routes: 1) directly from State Hwy 20 south along Blosser Lane or 2) from Hwy 101 in downtown Willits west from Holly or Walnut Streets along Della Lane. To get to and from the casino, traffic travels through: 1) industrial, residential areas and past Blosser Elementary School (1 mile), or 2) residential neighborhoods (1 mile). These same routes are also presently used for access to the Tribal Community Center and governmental offices. 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The Project consists of a new casino structure located within the jurisdiction of the Tribe on land held in trust by the United States for the use and benefit of the Tribe. The proposed relocation of the gaming site is from its present location at 100 Kawi Place to approximately seven (7) acres, on top of a knoll near the northwestern corner of the SVR - Willits. The planned new facility would be a 33,200 square foot building with a restaurant (1,800 sf), offices (10,200 sf), and parking for 500 vehicles. Also proposed are improvements in roads and access to the new facility, with casino traffic routed from Hwy 20, through commercial and industrial areas, using Cropley Lane and/or Blosser Lane. An important goal is to reduce or eliminate casino traffic through the residential areas of the City of Willits.
POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: The draft TEIS is being prepared to evaluate potential impacts to the environment and their levels of significance, if any. According to the Tribe’s Environmental Ordinance the TEIS shall contain in detail the following information and analysis:
a. the off reservation environmental impact of the proposed action;

b. any adverse off-reservation environmental effects which cannot be avoided should the proposed Project be implemented;

c. an analysis of the relationship between the local short-term uses of the environment and the maintenance and enhancement of the long-term productivity; and

d. any irreversible and irretrievable commitments of off-reservation resources which would be involved in the proposed Project should it be implemented.

The following environmental factors and the anticipated impacts are addressed in the Draft TEIS: Geology & Soils; Air Quality; Hydrology, Water Quality & Floodplains; Biological Resources; Cultural Resources; Solid & Hazardous Waste; Land Use & Zoning; Socioeconomic Conditions; Public Services/Utilities; Noise; Viewshed; Traffic; Energy; Cumulative Impacts; and Growth Inducing Impacts.
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